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The eighth centenary of St Francis' Canticle of
the Creatures certainly had a special

resonance, not least because it was

celebrated during the twenty-fifth
' ordinary universal jubilee in the history of

the Catholic Church, known as the Jubilee
of Hope (4 December 2024 - 6 January
2026). This call for hope is even more
justified when one considers that,
according to Data Pandas (Global Data and
Statistics), in 2025 there  were
approximately 41 countries involved in
armed conflicts around the world; over 100

million people are estimated to be forcibly displaced, many due to war. In this context, peace is a
value, an ideal that is widely proclaimed and greatly desired.

The work Compilation of Assisi, which gives a more accurate account of the composition of the
Canticle of the Creatures, highlights not only Francis' sensitivity towards creation but also the
circumstances surrounding the writing of the two final stanzas of the Canticle relating to
forgiveness and death'. The penultimate stanza was written when Francis decided to take it upon
himself to resolve the tensions between the mayor and the bishop; and for them he composed the
verse of forgiveness?, in the certainty that when the friars sang those words, the two enemies
would be reconciled, as indeed happened?.

Forgiveness is an important theme for Francis, emphasized both by himself in his writings and by
his biographers. By now, everyone is familiar with ‘the Pardon of Assisi’, celebrated on 2 August,
which Francis obtained for “those who come to this church [Saint Mary of the Angels] confessed
and repentant and, as is fitting, absolved by the priest, may be freed from punishment and guilt in
heaven and on earth...”. Beyond the granting of indulgence, the ‘Pardon of Assisi’ is, according to
St. Francis, an invitation to everyone to experience God's forgiveness in their own lives. It means
accepting God's mercy, asking forgiveness for one's shortcomings and, above all, being ready to
forgive others. It is an invitation to reconciliation, a path that St. Francis desired for everyone.
Forgiveness must be a lived reality. Proof of this attitude can be found in his Letter to a Minister®.

To this minister, who was having great difficulty with a fellow friar and was tempted to abandon
his service and retire to a hermitage, Francis wrote: ”And if you have done this, | wish to know in
this way if you love the Lord and me, His servant and yours: that there is not any brother in the
world who has sinned-however much he could have sinned-who, after he has looked into your
eyes, would ever depart without your mercy, if he is looking for mercy. And if he were not looking
for mercy, you would ask him if he wants mercy. And if he would sin a thousand times before your

' Cf. Cant 23-33: FF 263.

2 Cf. Cant 23-36: FF 263.

3 Cf. CAss 84: FF 1616.

4 Cronache e altre testimonianze, XIX Indulgenza della Porziuncola: FF 2706/10-11.
5 Cf. Lmin 1-22: FF 234-239.




eyes, love him more than me so that you may draw him to the Lord; and always be merciful with

brothers such as these”®.

For Francis, mercy and forgiveness are the means to “draw one's brother to the Lord”, to bring
him back and not leave him in his sin. Forgiveness is an action that generates union with God and
with others. Francis knew human nature and the reality of his world very well. In fact, he himself
experienced war, misunderstandings from his family, friends and fellow citizens, and even from his
fellow friars. Therefore, he could not be content merely to sing the praises of the creatures of the
world without celebrating the joy of forgiveness. Creatures praise the Lord simply by their

existence, whereas man, who “occupies a unique place in creation” (Catechism of the Catholic
Church, 355), praises Him par excellence by forgiving; Only in this way does he show that he was
not only created in His image and likeness (cf. Gen 1:27), but that he has remained and continues to
be the reflection of His image.

Therefore, the penultimate verse of
the Canticle was written precisely for
this reason. Francis could not help
but take to heart the tensions
between the mayor and the bishop,
and so he composed the verse of
forgiveness for them. His message
became an instrument of peace. The
two, listening to Francis' words sung
by his friars, were moved and
reconciled’. Therefore, like inanimate
creatures that obediently submit to
their Lord, human beings also
become visible signs of God's
presence when they have the
strength to forgive their enemies.

We are, without any doubt, St.
Francis’ brothers and sisters. Do | feel
restless, like him, when | hear about
situations of conflict? What concrete
attitude am | adopting? What does
this verse suggest to me? Does it
invite me too to praise the Lord by
forgiving?

Peace and good!

6 Lmin 7-10: FF 235.
7 Cf. CAss 84: FF 1616.




Meetings, Visits and Chapters

CYPRUS - Fraternal and Pastoral Visit, and OFS National

X ) Elective Chapter
' ‘ Despite the country’s difficult history, Cyprus has almost
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exclusively been ministered to by Franciscans. Pastoral
care of the Roman Catholic faithful in Cyprus has been
iz entrusted to the Franciscans for centuries. Of the

"
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island’s five parishes, one, in Paphos, is entrusted to the
Institute of the Incarnate Word. The other four are
Priy 5 | ministered to by the Friars Minor. The vast majority of
Roman Catholics in Cyprus are on the island for work
reasons. The Holy Cross parish in Nicosia is the largest in
Cyprus, with around a thousand faithful.

The Secular Franciscan Order (OFS) in Cyprus recently experienced some historic events: it had its
first fraternal and pastoral visit from the OFS International Council (CIOFS), represented by Noemi
Paola RICCARDI and Fr. Stefan ACATRINEI, OFM Conv., and it conducted its first National Elective
Chapter.

The visit began on Friday, October 10, 2025. On the morning of the first day, starting at 8:00 a.m.,
the visitors met with the Guardian of the friary in Nicosia, Fr. Zacheusz DULNIOK, OFM, and later
with the National Spiritual Assistant, Fr. Theodorus Beta HERDISTYAN, OFM. After presenting the
work done for the OFS in recent years, and the challenges that lie ahead, they renewed their
commitment to support the growth and development of the OFS on the island.
The visitors were then received by the Most Reverend Bruno VARRIANO, OFM, Auxiliary Bishop of
Jerusalem, Palestine and Patriarchal Vicar of Cyprus. Among his various remarks, Bishop
VARRIANO asked the visitors to make it emphatically clear to the Secular Franciscans that they
belong to an Order, not just a group. He expressed his gratitude for the pastoral work they do,
particularly their ministry to refugees, whom they visit weekly.

The visitors visited all three local OFS fraternities in Cyprus. They started in Limassol, then moved
on to Larnaca, and concluded in Nicosia. The meetings were very fruitful for all. The visitors
managed to meet the members of the local fraternities, listen to them, answer their questions,
offer them advice, and share moments of fraternity and prayer with them. At the same time, the
visitors examined each of the local fraternities’ registers and official documents.

The OFS Elective Chapter was conducted at the Holy Cross Friary of the Friars Minor in Nicosia. The
elective session on Sunday morning was presided over by Noemi Paola RICCARDI, Delegate of the
OFS Minister General, Tibor KAUSER. She was assisted by the representative of the Conference of
Spiritual Assistants (CAS), Fr. Stefan ACATRINEI, OFM Conv. Since this was the very first Elective
Chapter of the emerging National Fraternity of Cyprus, all thirty-four professed members had
voting rights. However, a total of twenty-seven professed members were actually present,
together with six observers. Cheryl WOLNER was elected National Minister.

The first National Council of the emerging Fraternity of Cyprus was installed during Mass at 4:00
p.m., presided over by Fr. Stefan ACATRINEI. The Elective Chapter was a joyful celebration. The
young emerging National Fraternity of Cyprus is very enthusiastic and shows great promise.
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CROATIA - National Elective Chapter

The Chapter of the Croatian National Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order (OFS) was
celebrated in Tabor, Samobor, from October 17 to 19, 2025.

The Chapter was presided over by Adrienn BOGNAR, OFS, International Councillor of the Hungarian
National Fraternity, delegated by Minister General Tibor KAUSER, OFS. The Conference of General
Spiritual Assistants delegated Fr. Zdravko LAZIC, OFM, to witness the Chapter.

Thirty-three capitulars, eight religious, and five observers were present at the Chapter. On the first
day of the Chapter, the National Minister presented the reports of the last three years, which were
discussed and approved unanimously.

The elective session took place in a fraternal and normative atmosphere in which the capitulars
had the joy of re-electing Marta RADOS, OFS, as National Minister and Robert LEDINSKI, OFS, as
International Councillor.

MALAYSIA - OFS-YouFra Asia-Oceania Congress

On Thursday, October 23, 2025, the national fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order (OFS) of
Malaysia hosted its 6™ Annual OFS-YouFra Asia-Oceania Congress. The theme of this year’s
Congress was: “Go and Repair My Church!” The event took place at the Gaya Centre Hotel in Kota
Kinabalu, Sabah State, Malaysia. Seventy-three participants attended.

At 4:00 p.m. that day, Fr. Stefan ACATRINEI, OFM Conv., presided over Mass. After the Mass, there
was an initial greeting from Francis Byunglu PARK, Councillor for the Asia-Oceania area, and Maria
J. ANJUMAN, National Minister of the OFS of Malaysia. The program continued with Evening
Prayer, dinner, and introductions among the participants.

On Friday at 9:00 a.m., the Most Reverend John WONG, Archbishop of Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia,
presided over Mass. He expressed his joy at having the Congress hosted in his archdiocese. The
OFS Minister General, Tibor KAUSER, gave the opening address. Next, there were two conferences
by the General Spiritual Assistants. Fr. Stefan ACATRINEI lectured on the “Canticle of the
Creatures,” while Fr. Pedro ZITHA, OFM, lectured on “Servant Leadership: Authority as Service.” The
afternoon was dedicated to group discussions and the topic of formation.

The program for the following days began with Mass at 6:30 a.m. and concluded with a fraternal
evening at 9:00 p.m. To better understand the local culture of Sabah, the participants visited the
nearby Mari Mari Cultural Village on Saturday morning. That afternoon, they made a pilgrimage to
the Sacred Heart Cathedral in Kota Kinabalu and passed through its Holy Door.

From Sunday to Tuesday, the schedule was packed with presentations, discussions, and topics
including spiritual assistance, JPIC (Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation), vocation promotion,
YouFra (Franciscan Youth) Franciscan Children, the role of the YouFra animator, and membership
in the OFS/YouFra.

On Wednesday, October 29, the last day of the Congress, a final document was presented that had
been prepared by a specially appointed Commission. The document summarized the results of the
group discussions and the decisions that had been made. Nine National Spiritual Assistants




participated in the Congress. They included five Friars Minor, three Conventual Franciscans, a nun
and a diocesan priest. Monsignor Nicholas STEPHEN presided over the closing Mass.

The participants at the Congress came from thirteen different countries, namely, Australia, China,
East Timor, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore, Taiwan, the
Philippines and Vietnam. After a full week of work, prayer, and fraternity, the participants said their
goodbyes in the afternoon and returned to their homelands, enriched by this Franciscan
experience and ready to share it in their fraternities.

GREAT BRITAIN - OFS National Elective Chapter

The National Elective Chapter of the Secular Franciscan Order (OFS) of Great Britain was held at
the High Leigh Conference Centre, Hoddesdon, Herts, from 31 October to 2 November 2025. The
elections were presided over by Maurice DEVENNEY, OFS, Swedish National Minister, representing
the Minister General of the OFS, and witnessed by Fr. Patrick LONSDALE, OFM, Delegate of the
Conference of General Spiritual Assistants.

The national spiritual assistants, Fr. Donal WALSH, OFM, and Br. John CAVANAGH, OFMCap, were
present at the Chapter, together with 15 capitulars and 5 observers. After the opening prayer led
by Fr. John, the President of the Chapter asked all the members to stand up and introduce
themselves.

This was followed by a presentation on the theme of the Chapter, ‘Leadership of Service’, which
was followed by a debate. Next, the National Minister's report was presented; votes were taken,
and all the capitulars identified future priorities for the national fraternity. Before the election
session, the old Council was dissolved to make way for the new one. The capitulars re-elected
Kathy MASKENS, OFS National Minister and International Councillor.

Following the election of the new Council, its inauguration took place during Holy Mass, followed
by the dismissal of all participants.

ROME - Meeting of the CIOFS Presidency and Pastoral Visit

On November 8-15, 2025, the Presidency of the International Council of the Secular Franciscan
Order (CIOFS) held its fall session at Seraphicum, the International College of OFMConv in Rome.

As usual, the agenda for this ordinary session was very full. The schedule began each day at 7:15
a.m. with Morning Prayer and Mass. Working sessions were held from 9:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. At
9:00 p.m. there was a recreation period to ease the stress of the day. The break was greatly
appreciated. Among the various topics addressed, particular attention was given to the
preparation of the next OFS General Chapter, scheduled for November of 2027.

One very significant part of this meeting was the pastoral visit to the CIOFS Presidency Council. The
pastoral visit is requested by the OFS Minister General. It is conducted every six years (once during
the six-year term of the OFS Presidency Council) by the Conference of Ministers General of the
Franciscan First Order and the Third Order Regular (TOR). It is a privileged time of communion with
the First Order and the TOR. Moreover, it is also carried out on behalf of the Church to ensure and
promote observance of the Rule and the Constitutions and fidelity to the Franciscan charism. This




time, the visit was carried out by Fr. Carlos TROVARELLI, the Minister General of the Conventual
Franciscan Order. The OFS Minister General, Tibor KAUSER, introduced the Visitor to the
Presidency Council during the first session, which was held on Saturday, November 8, at 5:00 p.m.
Fr. Carlos, in addition to actively participating in the week’s program, conducted personal
interviews with each member of the Presidency Council.

In his final reflection on Friday, at 5:30 p.m., Fr. Carlos briefly shared his impressions of the week
as a whole, the work of the CIOFS Presidency Council, and the life of the OFS. Right from the start,
he said that he felt at home. He then touched on various topics of which | will mention only a
few: working methodology, daily schedule, prayer, personal relationships, formation, the charism of
the Order, and more. A very fruitful dialogue between the Visitor and the members of the Council
immediately ensued after his sharing.

The OFS Minister General, Tibor KAUSER, thanked the Visitor for the love and affection he has for
the OFS. He also thanked him for his reflections, comments, and recommendations.

The Presidency meeting ended on Saturday, November 15, at 1:00 p.m.

KENYA - National Elective Chapter

The National Elective Chapter of the Secular Franciscan Order (OFS) in Kenya was held at the
Franciscan Family Center for Africa, Portiuncula, from November 26 to 29. It was presided over by
Eremenciana CHINYAMA, OFS, a member of the CIOFS Presidency, delegated by the General
Minister, Tibor KAUSER, OFS, and witnessed by Fr. Pedro ZITHA, OFM, representing the
Conference of General Spiritual Assistants (CAS).

The Chapter's theme was “Here | am, Lord”, which provided fresh inspiration for the day's
reflections, particularly on how to be a “servant leader” in the Council. This was followed by the
presentation of the National Minister’s report, the financial report, the formation report, and the
Spiritual Assistant's report.

Twenty-six participants attended the chapter, including 18 capitulars, two national spiritual
assistants, and four observers. The CIOFS delegates were forced to appoint the council because
there was no quorum. After a consultative vote, Patrick KAMAU, OFS, was appointed National
Minister and International Councillor, and Josphat BUSERA, OFS, was appointed Vice Minister and
Substitute International Councillor.

Immediately afterwards, the Holy Mass inaugurating the newly appointed Council was celebrated
and, during the homily, the importance of allowing the kingdom of God to grow in fraternities at
all levels was recalled.

Finally, the new Council met with the outgoing Council for the handover and to hear
recommendations and priorities for the next three years as a way forward to rebuild a national
fraternity, focusing in particular on restoring unity, trust and hope among OFS members.

CAGLIARI (ITALY) - Tempo Forte of the Conference of General Spiritual Assistants

When the Church entrusted the pastoral and spiritual care of the Secular Franciscan Order, to the
Franciscan First Order and the TOR (Third Order Regular), the respective Ministers General of those




Orders unanimously accepted the gift, saying: “We, the Franciscan Ministers, with all our friars, are
ever ready and open to offer you all our assistance so that we may walk together in the way of the
Lord“ (‘Letter of the General Ministers of the First Order and the TOR to the Secular Franciscans’,
as published in The Rule of the Secular Franciscans, Rome, October 4, 1978).

The Conference of General Spiritual Assistants (CAS) is composed of the Delegates of the Ministers
General of the Franciscan First Order and the TOR. They are Fr. Pedro ZITHA, OFM, Fr. Tomds GINGA
PANZO SUVA, OFM Cap., Fr. Stefan ACATRINEI, OFM Conv., and we are still awaiting the arrival of
the TOR assistant. The CAS meets annually in December for an intense week of work called “Tempo
Forte”. This year, the Conventual Franciscans took their turn hosting the CAS. The Conference was
conducted on November 29 to December 5, 2025, at the Conventual Franciscan Santissima
Annunziata Friary in Cagliari (Sardinia) Italy. All CAS activities—meetings, celebrations, and
community events—were held in the Santissima Annunziata Friary, while the CAS members
themselves were accommodated at the nearby San Francesco d’Assisi Friary, a former Conventual
Franciscan presence now used as a shelter. The work week began with Mass at 7:00 p.m. in the
Santissima Annunziata Parish Church. During the Mass, the friars present renewed their religious
vows, while the Secular Franciscans of the local Santissima Annunziata fraternity renewed their
promises. On Sunday, November 30, the CAS met with the Secretariat for Formation of the regional
fraternity of Sardinia.

The CAS’s work proceeded according to the established agenda which included an evaluation of
activities carried out in 2025, including the difficulties and challenges that emerged, and the
planning of activities for 2026.

During the Tempo Forte, the CAS always tries to meet with local OFS fraternities in the area.
Therefore, at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 2, the CAS met with fraternities in Cagliari and the
surrounding area. The meeting was held at the headquarters of the local Santissima Annunziata
OFS fraternity. Representatives from nine local fraternities attended. The meeting began with a
spiritual reflection. Next, the OFS Regional Minister, Roberto LIGES, gave a presentation on the
regional OFS fraternity of Sardinia, which has 1,100 professed members distributed across forty-
seven local fraternities. He highlighted both the beauty and vitality of this regional fraternity, as
well as its challenges. He lamented bitterly that only seventeen of the local fraternities have a friar
of the Franciscan First Order as their Spiritual Assistant. Sardinia has eighteen First Order friaries.
Four belong to the Friars Minor, four belong to the Friars Minor Conventual, and ten belong to the
Friars Minor Capuchin. A discussion followed between the friars of the CAS and the members of
the OFS.

At 6:40 p.m. Evening Prayer was conducted, followed by Mass. The meeting concluded with a
fraternal agape meal provided by the local hosting fraternity and its Minister, Anna Carla
MUNTONI. The meeting was greatly appreciated by the fifty participants involved. In the end, they
thanked the CAS for making this meeting possible, a meeting that transformed into a truly fraternal
time of reflection, mutual understanding, information sharing and discussion.

On Friday, December 5, after lunch, the CAS thanked the friars of the Santissima Annunziata Friary
for their generous hospitality and bid them farewell. Special thanks went to the Guardian, Fr.
Daniele GIOMBINI, who is also the Spiritual Assistant for the local Santissima Annunziata OFS
fraternity.




SLOVENIA - National Elective Chapter

The National Elective Chapter of the Secular Franciscan Order (OFS) in Slovenia was held from 12
to 14 December 2025 at Kures¢ek, Visoko 120, 1292 Ig, presided over by Marta RADOS, National
Minister of Croatia, delegate of OFS Minister General Tibor KAUSER, and witnessed by Fr. Janez
PAPA, OFM, delegate of the Conference of General Spiritual Assistants.

Fifty-three-chapter members, four religious and one observer participated, and all the national
reports, formation, finance and spiritual assistants were unanimously approved in a fraternal
atmosphere. Joze KOSEL was elected National Minister and Primoz HODAK, International
Councillor. Subsequently, on 13 December, the Mass of installation of the new council for the next
three years was celebrated.

FRANCE - OFS National Elective Chapter

On December 12-14, 2025, the National Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order (OFS) of France
conducted its National Elective Chapter. The event took place at the La Clarté-Dieu Spirituality
Center in Orsay, France. The OFS of France has 2,140 members, organized into 260 local fraternities
and twenty-two regional fraternities. Seventy young members of Franciscan Youth (YouFra) also
participate. They are distributed between four fraternities.

On Friday, December 12, at 5:00 p.m., the Capitulars arrived at the Chapter venue attended an hour
of Eucharistic adoration together. At 6:30 p.m., they prayed Evening Prayer. At 8:30 p.m., two
representatives of the International Council of the Secular Franciscan Order (CIOFS), Adolph
ASSAGBA, Delegate of the OFS General Minister Tibor KAUSER, and the General Spiritual Assistant,
Fr. Stefan ACATRINEI, OFM Conv., met with the outgoing National Council to discuss the Chapter
program and several issues related to its proceedings.

On Saturday, at 7:15 a.m., the Chapter program began with Morning Prayer and Mass, presided
over by the Custos of the Conventual Franciscan Provincial Custody of St. Bonaventure in France-
Belgium, Fr. Jean-Francois Marie AUCLAIR. Starting at 9:00 a.m., the Capitulars spent the morning
listening to various reports, which they then discussed and approved. At 2:15 p.m., the CIOFS
representatives gave an overview of the OFS. Afterwards, Fr. Stefan offered also a spiritual
reflection on the Canticle of the Creatures.

At 4:20 p.m., while the candidates for the new National Council were being presented in the
Chapter Hall, Fr. Stefan met with the twelve spiritual assistants present. He listened to them,
answered their questions, and learned more about the challenges they face and the way they guide
the fraternities. Among many other things, Fr. Stefan particularly emphasized the qualities
required to be an OFS/YouFra spiritual assistant: being suitable and prepared. After the last session
of the day, the Capitulars prayed Evening Prayer. The Capitulars concluded the day with a prayer
vigil from 9:00 to 10:00 p.m.

The election session, scheduled for Sunday at 9:00 a.m., began at 10:00 a.m. and was chaired by
Adolph ASSAGBA. The forty-three Capitulars present elected Bernard CORDIER as the National
Minister and Jean PIRNAY as the International Councillor. The new National Council was installed
during Mass at 2:00 p.m., presided over by the Most Reverend Michel PANSARD, Bishop of Evry-
Corbeil-Essonnes, France.




